STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 
Sh. Kuldip Kumar Kaura,

Retd. Lecturer, 5-C, Phase-I,

Urban Estate Focal Point, Ludhiana.

…..Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary to Govt.

Punjab Health & Family Welfare Deptt. Chandigarh.                      ….Respondent

C.C. NO.2376 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None for Complainant.

Shri Gurdip Singh, PCS, Addl.Secretary Health
on behalf of  Respondent.
  

This case is fixed for hearing, today. In the earlier order dated 8.6.2009, the Respondent was directed to produce a copy of the stay order of the Hon’ble High Court on the next date of hearing, i.e. on 5.8.2009. The Commission has received a copy of CWP No.6504 of 2009, filed by the Respondent, in which the State Information Commissioner and the Complainant in the present case have been impleaded as Respondent.  In the said CWP, the Respondent has challenged the order of the Commission, dated 6.10.2008, vide which a penalty of Rs.25,000/- was imposed upon the Respondent. No Stay along with the Writ Petition has been communicated by the Hon’ble High Court. The Respondent is directed to produce a copy of the Stay order, if any, before the next date of hearing.


The case is adjourned to 07.09.2009 at 12:00 Noon in the Chamber.

 





     
      Sd/-
Chandigarh




                    (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 05.08.2009.



        State Information Commissioner

     STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Shri Sukhdev Singh,

H.No.22433, Street No.7,

Bhagu Road, Bathinda.                                                                 ….Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director Public Instructions (SE),

Punjab, Chandigarh.

….Respondent

CC NO.452 of 2009

ORDER 

Present: -
Shri Sukhdev  Singh, Complainant in person.


Shri Baljit Singh, Senior Assistant, on behalf of Respondent.


Information sought by the Complainant is regarding:
i) How many posts of Lecturers English (Women) out of Sports (General Category) have been filled up?
ii) Supply of copies of educational qualifications and Sports Gradation Certificates of candidates, selected out of Sports (General Category), and

          iii)
Attendance report, Name of School and District of the selected candidates be also supplied.


The Respondent states that they have not received original application dated 21.8.2008 which is not acceptable, because not only one hearing has taken place, but the Complainant has also sent reminder dated 24.12.2008. The Respondent contends that they are willing to supply information to the 
Complainant if he can visit his office. Accordingly, the Complainant is  
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directed to visit the office of Respondent within 10 days to get the information. 
To come up on 16.09.2009 at 12:00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of the compliance.

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.











Sd/-
Chandigarh





           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 05.08.2009



        State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. P.S Chawla, Advocate,

Chamber No.641, 6th Floor, Lawyer’s

Complex, District Courts, Ludhiana-141001.

…..Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Mini Secretariat, Ludhiana.

….Respondent

C.C. NO. 2917 of 2008

ORDER

Present: -
None on behalf of both the parties.



This case was fixed for hearing on 6.05.2009, 8.06.2009 & 5.08.2009 on none of the dates both the parties appeared. The respondent has supplied the information to the Complainant vide his letter date 6.04.2009 as informed to Commission through letter dated 24.04.2009. No deficiency has been pointed out by the Complainant about the information supplied to him nor he has attended on any of the dates of hearing. In these circumstances the case is dismissed for Non-prosecution.









Sd/-
Chandigarh





           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 05.08.2009



        State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Avtar singh,

S/o Sh. Inder Singh,

R/o C-5, Rental Officer Colony,

Near Jat College, Hisar.


                                      …..Complainant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Tehsildar Dharamkot,

District: Moga.    (Regd.)



                             ….Respondent

C.C. NO. 2747 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
Shri Avtar Singh, Complainant in person.

Shri Gurmel Singh, Clerk on behalf of the Respondent.


  
The Complainant states that he is withdrawing the case. He is allowed to do so.

Therefore, the case is hereby closed and disposed of.
Copies of the order be sent to the parties.











Sd/-

Chandigarh





           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 05.08.2009



        State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh.Ganesh Kumar Bansal,

Assistant Controller (F&A)

H.No,246-A, Raj Guru Nagar,

Ferozepur Road,

Ludhiana





                                …..Appellant 

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary, 

Health and Family Welfare Pb,

Chandigarh.




                                        ….Respondent

A.C. NO. 2761 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Shri Mulakh Raj, APIO-cum-Superintendent on behalf of the Respondent 



Information has already been provided to the Complainant on 4.3.2009. The Respondent has presented a letter vide No.17/58/06-3-1/1653, dated 4.3.2009, that information has been supplied to the Complainant on 4.3.2009. Copy of the information supplied by the Health-I Branch of the Principal Secretary, Health & Family Welfare, is also attached herewith. 


The Representative is present on behalf of Directorate of Health & Family Welfare and submits that as per office record, the Complainant has not demanded any information from the Directorate. He further stated that regarding
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the information, sought by the Complainant, a letter vide No.nkoHNhHnkJh-1- gz -09$2084, fwsh 29-7-09 has been written to the Government. The information sought is regarding inquiry report conducted by Shri K.B.S.Sidhu, IAS, the then Secretary Health and Family Welfare, Punjab, Chandigarh regarding irregularities pointed out in the audit report of the office of Civil Surgeon, Ludhiana for the  period 2002-05.


Shri G.K.Bansal, ACFA (Retd) the Complainant also demands that some suitable action be initiated against the concerned officer for inordinate delay of eight months.  The explanation has been given by the Respondent regarding delay which was neither intentional nor any malafide intention on the part of the Department to provide the information.



In view of above, I am satisfied with the explanation and the case is, therefore, closed and disposed of.
Copies of the order be sent to the parties.











Sd/-
Chandigarh





           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 05.08.2009



        State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Shri Kuldip Singh Chahal,Advocate,

S/o Shri Sarup Singh,

Vill. Khirnian, Tehsil: Samrala,

District: Ludhiana.



                                      …..Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Sub Divisional Magistrate,

Samrala.




                                        ….Respondent

C.C. NO.649 of 2009

ORDER 

Present: -
Shri K.S.Chahal, Advocate on behalf of Complainant.

Shri Surinder Singh, Naib Tehsildar, Samrala, Shri Baldev Singh,   Senior Assistant, SDM Office, Shri Raghbir Singh, Panchayat Secretary and Shri Harbant Singh, SEPO, on behalf of the Respondent. 

In the earlier order dated 8.6.2009, information was provided to the Complainant in the presence of the Court, but he had wished an adjournment since his Counsel was not present. Today, the same information has been provided to the Complainant and he submits that they are not intentionally providing the Receipt and Dispatch Number of the office of BDPO. The Respondent contends that when the election of Sarpanch is held, the meeting is fixed in the village and the consent of the members is taken and majority is taken into consideration and that is how the Sarpanch is elected and no dispatch number is provided, and only the copy of the resolution is kept in the office and the concerned papers/proceedings are deposited with the Presiding Officer or
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Returning Officer. The Respondent further intimated that Receipt and Dispatch Number can be given by the concerned PRO and RO. The Respondent further states that he is giving all these things in writing with signatures of the officials present in the Court and a copy of this document is handed over to the Complainant. 

  
 
Therefore, the case is closed and disposed of.
Copies of the order be sent to the parties.











Sd/-
Chandigarh





           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 05.08.2009



        State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 
Sh. Surinder Kumar Gupta,

# 202, Street No. 12,

S.B.S. Colony, Rampura Phul-151103.
                                      …..Complainant 
Vs.

1.
Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary Education,

Punjab, Chandigarh.

2.
Public Information Officer,

O/o Director Public Instructions (SS),

Punjab, Chandigarh.

                                        ….Respondent

C.C. NO. 2223 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
Sh. Surinder Kumar Gupta, Complainant in person.


Shri Parampal Singh, Supdt-cum-APIO, Shri Hardev Singh, Senior Assistant, and Shri Purshotam Kumar, Senior Assistant (Secretariat Side) on behalf of Respondent. 



Information regarding copy of enquiry report in respect of Mrs. Gurdev Kaur, S.S.Mistress (Retd), Govt. High School, Mandi Kalan, Bathinda, conducted by the Department, has been provided to the Complainant on 30.7.2009 under registered post and a copy is handed over to the Complainant  in the Court today and he is satisfied. 


Therefore, the case is hereby closed and disposed of.
Copies of the order be sent to the parties.











Sd/-
Chandigarh





           (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 05.08.2009



        State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Gurpartap Singh Ahluwalia,

S/o S. Mohinder Partap Singh,

# Tehsil Office Khanauri,

District-Sangrur.                   



                 …..Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Patiala.




                                        ….Respondent

C.C. NO.2104 of 2008

ORDER 

Present: -
Sh. Gurpartap Singh Ahluwalia, Complainant in person.


None on behalf of the Respondent.



Arguments heard on behalf of the Complainant.



The Judgement is reserved.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties.











Sd/-
Chandigarh




                    (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 08.06.2009.



        State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Gurpartap Singh Ahluwalia,

S/o Sh. Mohinder Partap Singh,

Tehsil Office Khanauri,

Distt-Sangrur.






      …..Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Patiala.    
                                                                                   ….Respondent

C.C. NO. 2113 of 2008

ORDER

Order reserved on 27-05-2009.

Order announced in open Court on 05.08.2009.


 
This case last heard on 27.05.2009 when Complainant was present and none appeared on behalf of the respondent. The orders were reserved. On that date the Complainant urged that information on seven points was sought from the Respondent, out of which only they have provided information about point No. 2. Vide Order dated 4.3.2009 a show cause notice was issued to the respondent as to why a penalty at the rate of Rs. 250/- per day be not imposed upon him subject to maximum of Rs. 25,000/- under Section 20(1) of the RTI Act 2005 for his failure to supply the information in time. No reply to this show cause notice has been furnished by the respondent Public Information Officer nor has he supplied the remaining information to the Complainant. Besides this none appeared on behalf of respondent on all the previous hearings i.e. on 17.12.2008, 4.3.2009 & 27.5.2009, in spite of the fact that a copy of order dated 4.3.2009 was sent to FCR Punjab Chandigarh to initiate disciplinary action
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against the PIO respondent for lapse on the part of respondent PIO. In these circumstances the respondent has failed to supply the information to the                                               

Complainant sought vide his application delivered to his office on 9.6.2008, therefore a penalty of Rs. 25,000/- is imposed up the Public Information Officer O/o Deputy Commissioner, Patiala which should be deposited in the Government Treasury under the relevant Head of Accountant within a period of 15 days. Besides this complete information should be delivered to the Complainant without any further loss of time. A copy of this order be sent to FCR, Punjab, for necessary compliance.


 To come up for confirmation of compliance on 5.08.2009 at 12 Noon in the Chamber.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
Chandigarh




                    (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated: 05.08.2009



      State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB.

SCO NO. 84-85, SECTOR 17-C, CHANDIGARH. 

Sh. Ravinder Singh,

# 6-Joyti NGR, Ext.

Jalandhar.






                …..Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Tehsildar,

Jalandhar-I.                                                                                     ….Respondent

C.C. NO. 283 of 2008

ORDER

Order reserved on 08.04.2009.

Order announced in open Court on 05.08.2009.


 
Arguments in this case were heard on 8.4.2009 when none on behalf of complainant and Sh. Varinder Singh, Advocate on behalf of respondent was present and orders were reserved.


This case heard on 1.9.2008 when Sh Gurcharan Singh, Dealing Clerk was present on behalf of respondent and respondent was directed to supply the information to the Complainant within 15 days and PIO was directed to come personally present on next date of hearing i.e. on 15.10.2008 Complainant and Sh Varinder Singh, Advocate appeared on behalf of respondent. The information was given to the Complainant in the Court and he demanded that the respondent be penalized for delay in supply of information. The respondent was given an opportunity to explain delay in supply of information and a show cause notice for imposition of penalty was issued. The original request for information was given on 28.11.2007 to the Deputy
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Commissioner, Jalandhar who transferred it to the respondent on 4.12.2007. It was fixed for hearing on 28.7.2008, 1.9.2008, 15.10.2008, 28.1.2009 & 8.4.2009. A notice for imposition of penalty was issued vide orders dated 15.10.2009. Sh Harminder Singh, Tehsildar Jalandhar-II filed an affidavit dated 26.1.2009 stating therein that he has to discharge so many functions which are part of his duties. Besides this, the officials connected with the supply of information were also occupied with order official duties which has caused delay in the supply of          
information. The Complainant also filed a reply on 28.1.2009 in which he sought imposition of penalty on the respondent. He also claimed that the information supplied by the respondent is not complete. The respondent contradicted the observation of complainant and stated that complete information has been supplied to him.


I have carefully perused the case filed and find that the respondent has failed to supply the required information within a period of one month as per provisions contained in the RTI Act 2005 and respondent PIO has caused delay of more than 10 months in supply of information. The reply to the show cause notice given by the respondent does not justify the delay in supply of information. Nothing abnormal duties are being performed by the respondent which might have caused delay in supply of information and implementation of provisions of RTI Act, therefore, a penalty @ Rs. 250/- per day subject to maximum of Rs. 25,000/- is imposed upon the respondent Sh. Harminder Singh, Tehsildar
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Jalandhar-II which comes to total of Rs. 25,000/- in this case. This amount of penalty should be deposited in the Government Treasury within 15 days and a copy of Challan Form sent to the Commission. A copy of this order be sent to F.C.R., Punjab.


To come up for confirmation of payment of penalty on 5.8.2009 at 12 Noon in the Chamber.


Copy of order be sent to both the parties.

Sd/-
Chandigarh




                    (Mrs. Ravi Singh)

Dated:  5.08.2009



        State Information Commissioner

C.C.



Financial Commissioner (Revenue).



Punjab, Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh.
